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ABSTRACT

TQME, CLEVER JOY MARIE M., Department of Development
Communication, College of Arts and Sciences, Central Luzon State University, Science
Ciity of Munoz, Nueva Ecija, Philippines, June 2019. FACTORS INFLUENCING
CHILDREN’S UTILIZATION OF GADGETS IN SELECTED BARANGAYS IN
SAN MATEOQ, ISABELA.

Adviser: DR. DANILO S. VARGAS

This study sought to determine the factors influencing children’s utilization of
gadgets in selected barangays in San Mateo, Isabela. The respondents were parents who
have children aged 7-12 years and exposed on gadgets. An interview Schedule was used
as the Data Gathering Instrument to gather information about their socio-economic profile,
communication characteristics, level of exposure on gadgets, disciplinary action employed
by parents, effects of gadgets, and other factors influencing children. The data gathered
were analyzed through the use of Descriptive Data Analysis such as frequency, percentage,
mean, and range,

The results of the study revealed that smartphones are the frequently used gadget
and children learned to use gadget first to their mother. The findings indicate that the main
reason why children make use of gadgets to play games and watch movies. On the other
hand, majority of the respondents have rules and disciplinary actions employed for their
children’s gadget utilization. However, majority of the respondents’ children learned first
to use cellphone and results of the study show that more children prefer cellphone than
other gadgets. Conducting similar study is recommended but with cooperation of the

children for wider information.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

TITLE PAGE

APPROVAL SHEET
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
ABSTRACT

TABLE OF CONTENTS
LIST OF TABLES

LIST OF FIGURES
INTRODUCTION

Background of the Study
Statement of the Problem
Objectives of the Study
Significance of the Study

Scope and Limitation of the Study

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Ownership of Gadgets
Level or extent of exposure on Gadgets
Factors influencing children’s utilization of Gadgets
Strategies in controlling use of Gadgets
Effects of Gadgets
Academic Performance
Family Relationship

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Theoretical Framework
Conceptual Framework
Operational Definition of Terms
Time and Place of the Study
Research Design

Sampling

Data Gathering Procedure

Data Gathering Instrument

vi

PAGE

X

S SN S B NG —

w

[
oOOOO\JO\O\U\

14

14
15
17
17
17
18
18
19



Data Analysis

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Socio-economic Profile
Communication Characteristics

Level of exposure on Gadgets

Disciplinary action employed by parents in children’s
Utilization of Gadgets

Effects of Gadgets
Other Factors influencing children
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary
Conclusion
Recommendations

BIBLIOGRAPHY

APPENDICES

vii

PAGE

19

20

20
24
30

32
34
37
40
40
42
43
44

46



N N = e

11
12
13
14

15
16
17
18
19
20

LIST OF TABLES

TABLE

Sample Respondents
Socio-economic Profile
Age of the respondents, Age of their Children,

No. of the Family Members and Monthly Income
Gadget Ownership

Sources of information about Gadgets

Information received about Gadgets

Aims of using information about Gadgets

Benefits on using Gadgets

Gadget Ownership

Frequently used Gadget

Frequency of use and hours spent on using Gadgets
Rules on using Gadgets

Disciplinary Action

Effects of Gadgets on Academic Performance
(Positive and Negative)

Positive Effects of Gadgets on Family Relationship

Negative Effects of Gadgets on Family Relationship
First Gadget learned to use

Whom they learned using gadget first

Purpose of using Gadgets

Reasons on using Gadgets

viii

PAGE

18
22

23
24
25
26
28
29
31
31
32
33
33

34
36
36
37
38
38
39



LIST OF FIGURES
Figures Page

Conceptual Framework 16



Bibliography

Amand?x Leinhart, K. P. (2010). "Gadget Ownership and Wireless Activity" Retrieved
from hitp://www.pewinternet.org(2018, February 10)

Ana, G. (20.1 5).“E1:nbracing the online world: 5 ways technology benefits the family life"
Retrieved from http://www.froddo.com/embracing-the-online-world-5-ways-
technology-benefits-the-family-life(2018, February 10)

Conrad, D. (2018). "Helping kids addicted to technology” Retrieved from
http://www.techaddiction.ca/kids-addicted-to-technology.html(2018, February 10)

Erickson, C. (2014). "Good things kids can learn from electronics" Retrieved from
https://familyshare.com/19501?sponsored/marblue/good-things-kids-can-learn-
from-electronics(2018, February 09)

Gopalakrishnan, M. (2017). "Your tech usage affecting your child?"Retrieved from
hitps://www.parentcircle.com/article/yore-tech-usage-affecting-your-child(2018,
February 10)

Gordon, A. (2012)." Digital age affects family time and relationships” Retrieved from
https://www.thestar.com/]jfe/healthweﬂnesslzo12/02/20/digital-age—aﬁects—
family-time-and-relationships.html(20138, February 09)

Jan Cloninger, R. S. (2013). "How is technology affecting your family" Retrieved from
https://www.huﬂingtonpost.com/jan—clonjnger-and-rosemary‘strembicki-
lcsw/how-is—technology—affecting-your—fa.miiy(ZO1 8, February 10)

Jaynes, C. (2016). "The right age to introduce gadgets to children” Retrieved from
https://www.parentcircle.com/arlicle/the—right-age—to-intxoduce—gadgets-w-
children/(2018, February 09)

Karuppiah, N. (2015). "Kids using gadgets at erlier age being exposed to risk" Retrieved
from study http://www. .straitstimes.com/singapore/k:ids-using—gadgets-at-earlier.
agc—being—exposed—to-risk—study(fl018, February 10)

Kemnsu, F. (2016). »Gadgets and their importance" Retrieved from
https://thealmostdone.come(ZO18, February 10)

Lorenzo De Lima, E. C. (2016). "Perception of parents on children's use of gadgets"

jeved from http://www.sanbeda-
ii?;;eedu.ph/b ede/images/researchpublication/BedanJ ournalPsych/BJP2016v2-

27.pdf(2018, February 09)

"Role of gadgets in a student's life" Retrieved from

016).
Malhotra, R- (2016) com/gplrole-of-gadgets-in-a-student-8217-5-1ife-1019(2018,

https: Jfwww.wesreh.
February 10)



45

Matilda, C. (2016). "The use of gadgets affect family life" Retrieved from

h.ttp://www.heraldmalaysia.com/news/the-use-of—gadgets—affect—family—
1ife/30390/5(2018, February 09)

McDaniel, B. (2015). "Technoferene: How technology can hurt relationships™ Retrieved

from. https://www.ifstudies.org/blog/technoference-how-technolo gy-can-hurt-
relationships(2018, February 10)

Murai, 8. (2015). "Overuse of mobile gadgets hampers student's ability to study, sleep"

Betrieved from https://www japantimes.co.jp/news/2015/05/01/national/social-
issues/overuse-mobile-gadgets-hampers-ability-study-
sleep/#Wn9DdDXnflU(2018, February 09)

Nagesh, A. (2017). "Tech addiction is digital heroin for kids- turning children into screen
Jjunkies" Retrieved from http://metro.co.uk/2017/01/05/tech-addiction-is-digital-
heroin-for-kids-turning-children-into-screen-junkies-363567/(2018, February 10)

Nainar, N. (2015). "From affection to addiction" Retrieved from
http://www.thehindu,com(2018, February 10)

Noorshahira Mohd Fadzil, M. Y. (2016). "The Level of Tolerance sanctioning children
using gadgets by parents lead to Nomophobia: Early age exposure" Retrieved
from https://www.researchgate.net(2018, February 10)

Orlando, J. (2013). "Technology harming family life?" Retrieved from
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/technology-harming-family-life-blame-the-
parents-20130709-2pndz.html1(2018, February 10)

Peter Nikken, M. S. (2015). "How and why parents guide the media use of young
children" Retrieved from
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pme/articles/puc4598347/(2018, February 10)

Seyer, I. (2014). "9 Effects of Modern Gadgets on Children Development” Retrieved
from http://blog.playgroundequipment.com(2018, February 10)

Sorensen, B. (2015). "How does technology affect family communication?"Retrieved
from https://www.livestrong.com/article/243280-how-does-technolo gy-affect-
family-communication/(2018, February 10)

Sundus, M. (2018). "The impact of using gadgets on children” Retrieved from
https://www.omicsonline.org/open—access/the—impact-of-using-gadgets-on-
children-2167-1044-1000296-pdf. (2018, February 10)



