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ABSTRACT

MANDRAWANDRA, SETTAPAN., Institute of Cradugte Studies,
Ce;’itj"al Luzon thate U‘ﬂ?LveTHity, p,{lillpplneg’ September, 1986°
PALRTTCIPANTS' ATTITUDES TOVARD THE RADTO CORRESFONDETCE PROJECT

TIT THE RURAL UPPLR MNORTHERV PART OF THATILAND.
Advisers Dr, Vivencio . Esteban

The resvondents of this study were 127 participants in the
Radio Correspondence Project (RCP) who live in the three provinces
of the rural upper northern part of Thailand, namely; Chiengmai,
Chiengrai and Lampang. These participants were enrolled in-the
Functional Continuing Adult Education (Level L) at the time of the
study, 1985-1986, The generzl objective of the study was to
determine the respondents!' socilo-demographic and socio--economic
characteriétic as well as the communication factors of the
participants of RCP, and their attitudes towards the RCP.
Specifically, it sought to find out the relationship of the
independent variables to attitudes.

The respondents had a mean age of 21 years; were predominantly
simgle, and that the male and female had almost an equal number,
They were generally blue-collar workers, majority of whom were
farmers. The mean number of years that lapsed since they left

school was 6 years.



Their mean family annual incoue wasg 9,459.29 Bahts which
is low under Thai standsrds, lajority of them declared that
their incounes vere lover hefore participating in the Radio
Corregnondence Project,

The mean length of involvenent to RCP is 2.51 years.
Gererally, only one member of the family iz involved who
happened to be the resnondent himself,

Four communication faclors were considered in thi: study:
change agents contacts, attendance to group meetings, listening
to radio broadcasts, and availing of printed media. Mejority of
the respondents indicated they were often involved in the

aforementioned factors.

The mean attitude score of the respondents towarde some

aspecltls of the RCP was 3.51 classified asz Magree’ on the aspects

1

0f the RCP such as access to information, general knowledge

(¢

bullding, skills and value development, educational opportunities

wractlicc, QF Lhezc, the items on

A

and improvement of occupational
skills and value development were not agreeable to then.

Of the socio~demozraphic charactericstics considered, those
slgnificantly associsted with attitudes  Wwere age occupation,
and number of yesrs they vere out of school. Older respondents
who were ocut of school for lonz had a higher attitude level
towards the RCP. Respondents with different occupations also

had varying attitude levels.

xiid



Annual income and the change in income (increase or decrease
after participation in RCP) are alsd stronpgly relsated to attitude.
rRespondents who had lower incomes before participation in the
0P had higher attitude levels,

The communication factors associated with attitudes were
change sgent contacts and attendance in group meetings. Those
with frequent contacts with change agents and those who attended
croup meetings had higher attitude level.

Pased on these findings, an lwmprovenent of the program on
the aspecl of skills and value development should be done. The
contents of printed media published should be critically
cxanined to attract the interest of the readers. Meetings
should be held right in the heart of the villapge for accessibility

to the participants.

xiv
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