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7.1 Rationale/Background

Cancel culture is one of the most debated concepts in recent years. In the
academic sphere, published works are being retracted due to sensitivities and
objections from topics that are deemed wrong by social and other digital media
(Silva, 2021). Inherently, the concept is flawed as it only factors in ‘politically
correct’ norms and ‘problematic” topics and disregards the views of a person.
This is especially apparent In recent years, as cancel culture has become a way

to voice out people’s political correctness in the digital space.

This study intended to explore and analyze existing studies, articles, and
relevant works on cancel culture and its role in the development of political

perspectives in the 21st century. This study is especially important because



jii
previous studies only explored the causes and effects of cancellation on various

Issues like discrimination and gender. Thus, this study will be a great tool in

analyzing the effects of the practice in the facet of political perspective

development of people.

7.2 Summary

Cancel culture has been a recent phenomenon, as such further studies
should be done in this area of interest. With this, the study aimed to identify
what are the prevailing themes of cancel culture that affects political perspectives

in the 21st century by scrutinizing existing research and other peer-reviewed

academic works,

This study employed a systematic literature review format that aims to
identify, select, and critically appraise different academic research and

peer-reviewed scholarly articles to answer a specifically formulated question.

7.3 Major Findings

There were three (3) major findings in this study, namely; (1) Cancel
Culture as Portrayed in Politics n the 21st Century, (2) The Role and Effects of
Cancel Culture in the Political Perspectives of this Century, and (3) Contribution

of Cancel Culture in the Digital Space in the Context of Politics of the 21st

Century.
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7.4 Conclusions

The presented literature indicated that the topic is still a relatively young
field of research that |eaves room for development and further examination in
the future. Through careful analysis and scrutinizing, when used appropriately,
cancel culture can serve as a means to call out or educate individuals or
public/private entities that may have caused harm or allowed misconceptions to
thrive about socially relevant issues. Though it has the power to empower
marginalized groups and champion social justice, it is always crucial to validate

its intentions as it has also an inseparable unethical side.

7.5 Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study, the following are the major
recommendations drawn by the researcher:

1. Cancel culture through the lens of politics remains a fairly unexplored field
of study, as such, further research In the topic is recommended by this
study.

2. As users of online media, pecple should be mindful of their presence in
social media. This is because people differ in their cuiture, beliefs, and
environment they grew up on. This does not mean that they should be
canceled, may it be a public figure or a private citizen.

3. This study recommends further research in exploring the long-term effects

of cancel culture on individuals, organizations, and society as a whole.



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

A student of Development Communication, the author, Lance Adrian
Rodriguez Cayabyab values the intricacies of humanitarian development through
tackling progressive reform in society. This is by utilizing his expertise in various
disciplines that he developed throughout his years in the Department of

Communication and Development Studies at Central Luzon State University
(CLSU).

Lance is the chronologically third in the birth order of his family, During his
primary school, he studied at Basa Air Base Elementary School (Floridablanca,
Pampanga) and graduated in 2011, and finished secondary education at Camba
High School (Arayat, Pampanga) in 2015. Meanwhile, in his Senior High School
years, he graduated with honors at STI College San Fernando, Pampanga. Before
enrolling in CLSU, he took up BS in Electronics Engineering at Don Honorio
Ventura State University for a semester. After his enrollment at CLSU, he stayed a

consistent Academic Scholar and an active student leader of the university.

His major leadership roles were when he served as a policy advisor in the
Office of the Chairperson of the CLSU University Supreme Student Council (AY
2021-2022), and was elected as the Governor of the College of Arts and Social
Sciences Student Government (AY 2022-2023). These roles allowed him to
participate in different programs and projects and develop his sense of

responsibility and community.



fw

As a filmmaker, his expertise lies in framing stories that are oriented
toward a wide array of subjects and ultimately allowed him to garner awards
from competitions and events. He is also known for his skills in multiple creative

areas such as graphic design and motion graphics.

In his spare time, Lance enjoys listening to music, creating short films,
and participating in the community. He values creativity and freedom most,

believing that we should not be bound by any shackle that inhibits our creativity.



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The author would like to manifest his appreciation to the people who
stood with him and pushed him throughout the length of this thesis. The

following would not have been possible without your relentless support.

To his adviser, Ms, Ma. Bernadeth Paguio, for her never-ending support
and guidance in writing this paper. Her immeasurable patience, suggestion, and
valuable insights in polishing and developing this study further were integral in
the success of this research. The author will always be indebted to the help that

his adviser provided and her critical criticisms in this academic facet.

To his critic, Dr. Marife De Torres, for her insightful comments and
suggestions in critiquing this paper. The study would not address key points if
you have not provided your expertise and knowledge. The author would like to
extend his appreciation for always being available despite your hectic schedule as

the department chairperson.

To Mr. Paclo Carl Soliven, for providing his knowledge and availability
despite his late addition to the author's advisory committee. Your suggestions

were vital in polishing this study further.

To Ms. Zorille Villaflores and Ms. Patricia Clarisse Alvarez, for helping the
researcher in processing their papers and for being always critical in supervising

the thesis of the fourth year students of Development Communication.



To the author’s family, for providing financial support and a space to work
on his paper, especially during the pandemic-ridden world. The author is

eternally grateful for your never-ending support.

To his pets, Mara, for being the mischievous and naughty cat that made
the creation of this paper bearable, especially during stressful times; and to Tobi,

for always being a good cat, always sweet, and loving. The author misses you

dearly every day.

To his friends, Mr. Earl Angelo Somera, Mr. John Patrick Gutierez, Ms.
Ellamae Santiago, Ms. Anrol Lyn Dawn Lumanog, Ms. Danielle Anne Louise
Restua, Ms. Mitzi Trix Fernandez, and Ms. Kyla Nicolle Miranda for being his
constant support. For sharing multiple misadventures. For always finding ways to
laugh despite the grueling circumstances that each of the people in this group

experienced. Each and every moment is treasured by the author.,



TABLE OF CONTENTS

TITLE PAGE i
APPROVAL SHEET il
THESIS ABSTRACT iil
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH v
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS v
TABLE OF CONTENTS i
LIST OF TABLES vii
LIST OF FIGURES Vil
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ix
CHAPTER
1. INTRODUCTION 1
Rationale of the Study 1
Literature Review 4
Analytical Framework 9

Research Objective 14



Definition of Terms

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS
Research Design
Sampling Procedure
Scope of Limitations of the Study
Data Collection Procedure
Data Analysis Procedure
Ethical Considerations

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Overview of Selected Papers
Discussion
Cancel Culture as Portrayed in Politics n the 21st Century

The Role and Effects of Cancel Culture in the Political Perspectives of

this Century

Contribution of Cancel Culture in the Digital Space in the Context of

Politics of the 21st Century

wi

14

16

16

16

18

19

20

21

23

23

25

25

27

29



Synthesis

Conclusions

Recommendations

REFERENCES

APPENDICES

Research Instrument

Coding Guide and Sheets

Approved Documents

CURRICULUM VITAE

vi

31

37

42

46

46

47

51

54



Table No.
1

LIST OF TABLES
Title

Academic literature
based on the keyword
"Cancel Cultura”

Academic literature
based on the keyword
"Politics”

Academic literature
based on the keyword
"Sodopolitical
Participation”

Selected literature to be
analyzed and
synthesized

vil

Page
23

24

24

25



Table No.

LIST OF FIGURES
Title
Analytical Framework of

the Publications for
Review

wiii

Page
10



wiil

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
Abbreviation Meaning
SDG - Sustainable Development Goals
BLM - Black Lives Matter
SiD - Social Justice Discipline
1P =

Indigenous People



41

REFERENCES
A. BOOKS
Keeble, E., & Ralston, M. L. (2009). Reluctant Bedfellows: Feminism, Activism,
and Prostitution in the Philippines. Kumarian Press.

B. UNPUBLISHED THESES

C. JOURNALS

Blomey, N, (1994). Activism and the academy. Envirenment and Planning D:
Society and Space, 12, 383-385.

Cook, C.L., et al. (2021). Whose agenda is it anyway: an exploration of cancel
cutture and political affiliation in the United States. SN Soc Sd 1, 237
(2021). https://doi.org/10.1007/543545-021-00241-3

D, C. (2020). Drag Them: A Brief Etymology of So-called "Cancel Culture.”
Communication and the Public, 5(3-4), 88-92.

Ty, 1Y, & Olawale F. (2014). The Cogency of Melkote’s ‘Anather Development’
for Development Communication in the Third World. Procedia - Social and
Behavioral Science 155 ( 2014 ) 242 — 247.

Keltner D. (2018). Shifting Power Dynamics: The #MeToo Movement. Berkeley
Scientific Journal, (35-38).

Lanuza, G. (2015). Reactivating Filipino Youth Activism in the Age of Slacktivism.
A Philippine Journal of Communication, Media, and Society, 1(1).

Na, E. (2020). No Grand Pronouncements Here...: Reflections on Cancel Culture



42

and Digital Media Participation, Television & New Media, 21(6), 621-627.
https://doi.org/10.1177/152 7476420918828

Niklas, R. (2010). "Still Working on it": An Overview on the Current State of
Public Activism of Women in the Philippines. ASEAS - Austrian Journal of
South-East Asian Studies, 3(2), 136-150.

Norris, P. (2020). Closed Minds? Is a ‘Cancel Culture’ Stifiing Academic Freedom
and Intellectual Debate in Political Science?. Harvard Kennedy School
Faculty Working Paper Series,

Placio, et al. (2021).Virtual Call-Out: The Aggressions and Advantages of
Cancel Culture. Innovations 67, 538-554.

Palmer, K. (2020). #Kancelkulture: An Analysis of Cancel Culture and Social
Media Activism Through the Lens of Minority College Students. The
College of Wooster Open Works.

Patton MQ. Qualitative research and evaluation methods. 3rd Sage Publications;
Thousand Oaks, CA: 2002.

Quirico, S. (1970). Student Activism and National Development: The Philippine
Setting. The Journal of Educational Thought (JET) / Revue de La Pensée
Educative, 43), 163-173.

Quebral, Nora. (2006). Development Communication in the Agricultural Context
(1971, with a new foreword) 1. Asian Journal of Communication. 16.

100-107.
Silva, J. T. d. (2021). How to shape academic freedom in the digital age? Are the



43
retractions of opinionated papers a prelude to “cancel culture” in

academia? Current Research in Behavioral Sciences, 2.

D. INTERNET SOURCES
Kato, B. (n.d.). What s cancel culture? Everything to know about the toxic online

trend. New York Post.

https://nypost.com/article/what-is-cancel-culture-breaking-down-the-toxic-
online-trend/

Mishan, L. (2020, December 3). The Long and Tortured History of Cancel Cufture
(Published 2020). The New York Times.
https:/ fwww.nytimes.com/2020/12/ 03/t-magazine/cancel-culture-history.h
tml

ProCon.org. (2022, January 20). Cancel Culture — Top 3 Pros and Cons.
ProCon.org.
hltps:ﬁmnm.pm-cun.urg,fheadlinesfi:;{anceium1ture-ur-ca!luut-culture~gm
D-for-society

Robertson, D. (2021). How Everything Became 'Cancel Culture’. Politico.
https:// www.pmitim.ﬂﬂmfnews}magazine,l’zﬂzlfﬂﬁjf}Sjcanuelmlturefpo!Iti
cs-analysis-491928

Romano, A. (2020, August 25). What is cancel culture? Why we keep fighting

about canceling people. Vox.
https://WwWWw.VOX. com/culture/2019/12/30/ 20879720/what-is-cancel-cultur

e-explained-history-debate



44

Smith, G. (2021, March 2). Canceling Cancel Culture: How Political Activism has

Changed in the Era of Social Media, Chicago.

http!Huthicagﬂgate.cum,farticlesﬂnnf3f2fcancel1ng-cancel-culture-hﬂw'p

ulitlca!-an:tivisﬂ-has-changed-er}sndal-mediaj



