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ABSTRACT

JESIBETH RAMOS MERCADO, Irmstitute of Graduate Studies,
Cerntral Luzon State University, Munoz, Mueswva Ecija,
Fhilippines., March 1996. DEVOLUTION OF LINE AGENCIES IN

TWO CITIES OF NUEVA ECIJA : STATUS AND PROBLEMS.
Major Adviser : Dr. Romeo L. Saplaco

This study aimed to determine the status and problems
of parsonnel of devolved line agencies in selected citiez of
Fueva Ecija arnd to recommend poszible solutions +to these
problems., It involved a random sample of 67 personnel From
thres (2) devolved line agencies, namelv: the Department of
Agricul ture, Department of Health and the DLDepartment of

Social Welfare and Development in Cabanatuan and San Jose

™
=
ol
l.
i
il

The main instrument used in gathering the data was the
interview schedule. The data were analvrzed with the use of
frequency rank, percentages. means. t—-test., Analysis of
WAr1Aanoce and Fearson—-Froduct moment of correlation
coefficient.

The respondents were mostly females., married. and have
Tinished a bachelor s degree. with an average of 16.% vyears
in worlk service and received a mean salary of F 23,674 per

month. Their age ranged from 23 to 44 vears old.



Results  of tho ztudy revealed that the philozophy of
devolution was  parceived to bg  "inadeguate" oy the
respondents betore and “inadeguate' atter devolution.

Bz fora the devolotion, the budgets for travel
allowance., additiconal compensation and zupplies were Tound
My imadeguate" while salary, clothing and FERAa were
“inadequate’. ALl the aforementioned items were similarly
perosilved "inadeguakte! ather devolution.

Faersonnel development before devolution was found to be
MairadsEga ket Aatltzr  Lthe devolutbion, it detesriorated +o ¢
ey dradequate’,

Imeentives  were found to he both "inadeguate™ betfors
and  artter  devolution, while office structure. equipment.
relationshio with local evecutives and delivery oFf services
were peroelved  Trom Madeguate to  “moderately adequate”
Defore and atber devolution implementation.

Majority of the respondents wers not even aware aof the
concEpts of devalution, their Functions and responsibilities
under the new setup, and even on bthe mechanics (process) of

Lhe devolation.

Mzim issues identified relative t

12

cevolution were the
absence of a  common understandinog of the definmition ot

devolution nd its applicatian and the lack aof evaluation

standards uszeful in the azsessment aT devolution



LhfzegueEnces and impact on an intsorated manners .

Under the Department of Agriculture, delivery of
=elfvates  was  found Lo be signifizantly differemt with
devolution.

b the Department oFf Soria

—

Helfare and Development,

the devolution philosophy. off:

fut
m
]
]

tructure and delivery of
ZEryices hase bocams significantly differsnt with devolution.

Urider the Departosnt of Health, philosophy was found to
be significantly different with the status of devolution.

correlation  analvsis belween bthe status of devolution

= Linmg  agency  and  the delivery of e

T

"L CES to their

S

L bwEn be T orm arnd aflter devolution revealed Al

mmslgniTicant relaticonship,

—
i

oo omudch politicking and non - s=elective promotion were

the two dominant problems

—4
—
o
T
[l
i
I
—
Ll
m
N
11
L
1T
=
f
[
i
L

EFased on the findings. the JFollowing recommendations
could be offered. First, the mational government. especially
thz  oversight committss., must look into the pressnt status
of the devolved line agencies by conducting & nationwide
@valuation on the edfects of devolution to the delivervy of
m@rvices,  Second, the 1991 loczl oovernment code must  be
amendad to check =zome loopholess, and/or the inadequacies
in the operationalization of decentralization, specifically,

devolubion.,
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